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SITUATION REPORT NO. 21
INCIDENT NO. 97-003

DATE: February 3, 1997            TIME: 12:00 p.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER:   Winter storms and blizzard conditions statewide.

2. DEATH AND INJURIES:   Two people received minor injuries when a Northwest Airlines
DC-9 aircraft landed, spun around and then skidded off a slippery runway into a snow bank
at Grand Forks International Airport at 9:15 p.m. February 2. There were 93 passengers
aboard the plane at the time of the incident.

3. DAMAGES:   A report by representatives of Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) indicates that North Dakota’s Indian Reservations
have incurred unusually high expenses related to FEMA-1157-DR-ND (State Incident 97-
003). Those expenses include: establishing and maintaining a command center; costs
related to evacuations, rescues and emergency response; the purchase, lease, labor and
maintenance costs for a variety of emergency equipment; clearing snow on rural roads,
private and Housing Urban and Development (HUD) driveways; additional road widening;
staff overtime; transporting and feeding livestock; expenses related frozen pipes, snow, ice
and water damage to private, HUD and tribal-owned homes and facilities; shelter costs; and
delivery and availability of home heating fuels. The BIA-FEMA report indicated that the Three
Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold and the Standing Rock Indian Reservations were the
hardest hit of North Dakota’s four reservations. While Spirit Lake Sioux and Turtle Mountain
Indian Reservations were not as severely impacted, they also incurred increased expenses
for emergency services.

4. RESOURCES COMMITTED: 

LOCAL: No change from previous reports.

STATE:  No change from previous reports.

FEDERAL: No change from previous reports.
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5. VOLUNTEER ACTIONS: No change from previous reports.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: Satellite field offices are scheduled to open by February 6 in Minot at the
N.D. Department of Transportation (N.D. DOT) District Office, in Devils Lake at the County
Courthouse and in Valley City at the N.D. DOT District Office. These offices will be staffed
with teams of federal and state inspectors, who will write and review Damage Survey
Reports (DSRs) necessary for the recovery process.

Inspectors’ training will be held February 4-5 at the Disaster Field Office in Bismarck.
Inspectors will be trained on writing DSRs and on the function of the satellite field offices.

The list of completed missions managed by the N.D. National Guard snow removal crews
expanded to 52 missions on February 2.  These missions were staffed by National Guard,
N.D. DOT and U.S. Air Force personnel. Recently completed work included a snow blower
mission in Dickey County, dozer work in Emmons County, and a Logan County mission,
where two dump trucks and a loader were assigned.  Work presently underway includes 21
missions in Barnes, Dickey, Eddy, Emmons, Foster, Grant, Griggs, Kidder, LaMoure,
Logan, McIntosh, Nelson, Pembina, Ransom, Richland and Stutsman Counties. The latest
addition to these missions included two dozers scheduled to begin work February 3 in
Ransom County. On February 2, an Air Guard blower was assigned to Nelson County after
an Air Force blower was released from snow removal efforts. In addition to the 21 missions,
the National Guard is tracking one N.D. DOT mission.  Staffing for all missions includes: one
N.D. DOT, 54 Army Guard, five Air Guard, and 15 Air Force personnel. They are operating
30 dozers, eight snow blowers, 26 tractor-trailers, 23 support vehicles and one grader.

Seven of eight U.S. Air Force snow blower crews and their equipment will return to Minot
and Grand Forks Air Force Bases by February 4. The eighth blower had previously been
returned to its home base for repairs. The two bases loaned four snow blowers each to snow
removal operations. All U.S. Air Force assets will be replaced with National Guard, N.D.
DOT or private contractors’ resources.

Representatives of the National Guard, N.D. DOT, FEMA and the U.S. Air Force Emergency
Preparedness Liaison Officer will travel to Minot and Grand Forks Air Force Bases on
February 7 to meet with base personnel involved with snow removal efforts.

N.D. DOT and contractor road crews are continuing efforts to clear snow from medians on
four-lane roadways and to push back drifts on two-lane roads.  A N.D. snow blower is
assigned to Grant County and is scheduled to resume efforts on February 3.

A February 2 county-by-county update of snow removal efforts showed an average of 92
percent emergency access for all North Dakotans and average of nearly 57 percent push
back of snow.  In the northwest, 12 counties and the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation
reported nearly 98 percent access and nearly 84 percent push back of snow. In the



3

southwest quadrant, 14 counties and the Standing Rock Indian Reservation achieved nearly
94 percent access and 85 percent push back of snow.  The 14 counties and the Spirit Lake
and Turtle Mountain Indian Reservations reported an average of nearly 95 percent
emergency access and nearly 31 percent push back of snow. As snow removal efforts
progress for the southeast zone, 12 counties report 79 percent emergency access and
nearly 31 percent push back of snow.

In Logan County, a repair crew located and fixed a break in the water line for the city of Lehr.

Information on flood preparedness measures has been distributed to North Dakota’s county
emergency managers. The North Dakota State Water Commission sent enrollment
packages about the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to counties currently not
participating in the program.

In Griggs County, a Sheyenne Valley Electric Cooperative crew repaired an electrical
transformer accidentally damaged during snow removal efforts on February 1.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: No change from previous reports.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE:  No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER: The National Weather Service issued a snow advisory for parts of southeast and
south central North Dakota on February 3.  Accumulations of three to five inches of snow are
expected.  The National Weather Service reported winds may gust to more than 20 miles
per hour (mph), creating areas of blowing snow, further aggravating travel problems.

The N.D. Division of Emergency Management’s Situation Reports and photos of snow
removal efforts are posted on the Division’s Internet home page. The address is:
“http://www.state.nd.us/dem”.

__________________________________
Raymond J. Staiger, Acting State Director


